M                         STORM   OVER  THE  LAND
Sherman. With his admirable management, his care and saving of resources,
in two months of skirmislies and minor brushes without a decisive battle the
Union losses were i6,Soo as against the Confederate 14,500.
Davis and Bragg at Richmond wanted more decisive action. Johnston on
July I7th was replaced by General John B. Hood, who, they knew, would not
wait and fade and hope. In eleven days Hood fought and lost three battles at
a cost of 10,841 men to Sherman's 9719. Sherman had at last reached the
Atlanta area. But would he take Atlanta? This was the question over the
North and the South during the hot weeks of August. The North hoped.
And the North despaired. Why did it take so long? Why had the whole
war gone on so long?
Sherman would no more take Atlanta than Grant would take Richmond,
the incessant critics said. Even Grant came under a shadow early in August
as the reports came through of the battle in the Crater. An enormous
dynamite mine was sprung at Petersburg, hoisting some two hundred
Confederate troops into the air and burying some of them alive, demolishing
Confederate trenches, and leaving a huge crater into which Union troops
marched. The Confederates in a quick recovery soon had artillery at the
crater's edge playing on a disordered, helpless mass of Union troops. *The
effort was a stupendous failure/ was Grant's later comment. It cost us about
four thousand men, mostly, however, captured; and aE due to inefficiency
on the part of the corps commander and the incompetency of the division
commander who was sent to lead the assault.'
Then fate stepped in. Like a moving hour hand on a clock of doom came
news flung world-wide, news setting crowds of Northern loyalists to dancing
with mkth and howling with glee, news centring about one little dispatch
wired to Washington by Sherman September 3rd: 'So Atlanta is ours and
fairly won,9
The dull ache of defeat and failure that had stirred in many Northern
hearts took a change. A strategic crossroads, supply depot, and transporta-
tion centre of a pivotal Cotton State in the Deep South was gone. Vicks-
burg, New Orleans, and the Mississippi River gone, Kentucky, Tennessee,
and Nashville gone, Mobile gone. Lee and his army penned between Grant
and Richmond for how long? As Union men of the North looked at the
picture it had more hope. Because Atlanta was 'ours and fairly won', the
picture had changed. Bells rang again, guns boomed in salute. Grant wired
Sherman *he was ordering 'every battery bearing on the enemy' to release
dbot and sML
Now in this moath of September Phil Sheridan'was heard from. Since
AiigtBt 7th, -when he took command of the Army of the Shenandoat,